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Introduction

As the companion book to this Bible study declares in its title, the book of Ruth is indeed a “love story.” Love stories have a tendency to touch and intrigue women. This love story of Ruth happens to be a true story about three people who really lived in history. In the days before Jesus Christ was born, they played a major role in God’s plan of salvation.
Women are the major players here. Of the three main characters in this book, two are women. Naomi and her daughter-in-law Ruth are strong, God-fearing women. The third character is a respected, God-fearing man who had great love and respect for these women. What woman today—or in any day—would not be proud to call Boaz her friend, son-in-law, or husband? What gave these women courage? What went on in their minds as God led them in new directions? What would you have thought and done? And, what does all this mean to us today?

You will want to read Ruth: A Love Story, by Owen A. Dorn, as an accompanying activity for this Bible study. It follows the same four-chapter format as the biblical account of Ruth. Use the book and the Bible as you discuss this Bible study in the next weeks. 

May God bless your time together as you share your thoughts and encourage one another while looking more closely at the truths of Scripture.
Characters
Several of the characters named in the book quickly fade into the background. However, keeping track of who they are is helpful especially at the beginning of the story. Some of the characters are nameless, yet they play an important role.  Take a few minutes to keep track of the details that you discover about these characters.

Elimelech

Naomi

Mahlon

Kilion

Orpah

Ruth

Boaz

The Foreman

The Kinsman-Redeemer
Chapter 1: A Journey Home
Ruth 1:1-22
Define the word “journey.” It’s more than a trip to the grocery store.  One dictionary said this: traveling from one place to another, usually taking a rather long time. Naomi and Ruth traveled about 50 miles. Today that isn’t even an hour on the highway. In ancient times it was only a couple days of walking. But, the route these ladies took would last a lifetime.
1.
What circumstances do Naomi and her daughters-in-law face when Ruth: A Love Story begins? Why do they have to face them?

2.
Do you think it was a wise decision by Elimelech to move his family from Judah into the wicked land of Moab? Why or why not?

3.
Naomi soon became a widow after the family moved to Moab, but she had two sons who were grown and ready for marriage. What kind of wife would they choose?  What kind could they choose? 
4.
What kinds of discussions can you imagine Naomi having with Mahlon and Kilion during this critical time in their lives?

5.
What evidence is there to show that Naomi and Elimelech had been good God-fearing parents to their sons?

6.
Ruth and Orpah knew Naomi for about 10 years. What evidence shows that Naomi was a good role model for her daughters-in-law?

7.
Naomi urged Ruth and Orpah to remain in their homeland and to let her return to Judah alone. What characteristic does this show us about Naomi?

8.
Orpah made the decision to remain with her biological family in Moab. Discuss the possibilities of what might have happened in her life after she made that decision.

9.
Ruth would not let Naomi go alone. What does this tell us about Ruth’s character and her faith in the true God?

10.
Elimelech and Naomi seem to have been well known in Bethlehem. The “whole town was stirred” when Naomi returned with Ruth. Read Ruth 1:20. Was Naomi justified in her complaint about her life?

Applications for Our Lives Today

1.
Try to put yourself in the situation of Naomi and her daughters-in-law. All three were widows living in a land that was hostile to God’s people. Are there any parallels that we can make to our lives today?

2.
It can be hard enough if your son or daughter falls in love with someone of a different Christian denomination. What do you think your reaction would be if they fell in love with someone who was an unbeliever?

3.
Just as we do not choose our blood relatives, in our society neither parents nor children choose their in-laws. In-laws come with the marriage. What should be our main concern in our relationships with in-laws? 

4.
When could you have said that the Lord had made your life bitter? Can you now see the Lord’s love in your life, shining through the bitterness? How important is it for you to let your faith show so that others may see and learn from it? 

Chapter 2: Meeting, Not by Chance
Ruth 2:1-23


1.
When Ruth’s first husband, Mahlon, was alive, she had status and security, just as Naomi once had. What qualities of Ruth stand out in chapter 2?

2.
Notice that Naomi refers to Ruth as “my daughter” in verse 2. What factor makes such a relationship possible?

3.
What kind of relationship did Boaz have with his employees (verse 4)?

4.
What was it about Ruth that attracted Boaz to her soon after he noticed her?

5.
Do you think that Ruth was immediately impressed with Boaz as well? Why or why not?

6.
Read Ruth 2:8-16. Ruth was a foreigner among the rest of the gleaners and harvesters in Boaz’s field, and yet Boaz made special arrangements for her. Do you think this may have caused rivalry in the field? How do you think that rivalry might have been expressed?

How do you think Boaz might have handled it?

How do you think Ruth might have handled it?

7.
Naomi was impressed with the fruit of Ruth’s labors for the day. What characteristics of Ruth were evident here?

8.
Naomi explained to Ruth that Boaz was a close relative of their family—a kinsman-redeemer. Of what significance was this to Naomi and to Ruth? (See “The Kinsman-Redeemer Laws,” page 29.)

9.
Would you call this turn of events in Naomi’s and Ruth’s lives “lucky”? Explain.
Applications for Our Lives Today

1.
It is obvious that Naomi and Ruth shared a deep love for each other, yet they were not at all alike. They came from different worlds and religions. Why do you think God placed this story in our Bibles? Don’t be satisfied with one answer.

2.
Some of us have struggled or may still be struggling with our relationships with our in-laws (children or parents). How can this story help us?

3.
What characteristics of the main characters of this story contributed to the love and respect that they had for one another? 
Naomi?

Boaz? 

Ruth?

4.
Notice that both Naomi and Boaz called Ruth daughter in this chapter. In the case of Boaz, it might have shown an attitude of protector or benefactor, since he was a relative. However, in the case of Naomi it clearly shows that she loved her daughter-in-law as if they were blood relatives. How do you address your in-laws, and why?

Chapter 3: Seeing the Possibilities
Ruth 3:1-18


1.
As this third chapter unfolds, both the biblical account of Ruth as well as Owen Dorn’s Ruth: A Love Story zero in on the possibilities that are beginning to surface. What is rolling around in Naomi’s mind regarding Ruth and Boaz?

2.
What motives do you think were in Naomi’s heart?

3.
What does this indicate about Naomi and her feelings for Ruth?

4.
Read Ruth 3:1-5. Naomi had a detailed plan worked out. What was Ruth’s response? 

5.
Boaz spent the night at the threshing floor outside of the village to protect his grain and to wait for his turn to thresh it. In the dark of night, Ruth came to Boaz to let him know that he could be her kinsman-redeemer. How did they both show integrity and respect for each other at this potentially awkward moment?

6.
Read verses 9-11. What was Ruth looking for in a husband?

7.
What legal matter would have to be settled in the morning?

8.
Ruth came home to Naomi and shared with her the events of the night before. What quality of Boaz does Naomi’s statement in verse 18 reveal?

9.
Naomi’s sorrow turned to joy and thankfulness to God that day. What was ironic about her newfound happiness?

Applications for Our Lives Today

1.
Women can be prone to matchmaking and planning. Discuss how these traits can be used in God-pleasing or displeasing ways.

2.
Putting yourself in Naomi’s place, do you think it was easy for her to encourage Ruth to find a new husband? Discuss this.

3.
Now think about Ruth, and discuss how she might have felt about what Naomi told her to do. Compare their actions with our values and those of society today.

4.
We see the generosity Boaz repeatedly displayed to his relatives and his employees. How can we emulate the generosity and kindness of Boaz in our lives?

5.
Naomi came home to Bethlehem in poverty and sadness. God brought joy back into her life through Ruth, the Moabitess. Discuss ways that you have found joy and renewed faith in unexpected ways.

Chapter 4: Fulfilled to the fullest
Ruth 4:1-22


1.
How did Boaz approach his business with Naomi’s closest relative, and what new qualities do we learn about Boaz?

2.
The closer relative at first seemed to jump at the chance to buy Elimelech’s property, but he changed his mind after Boaz explained that marriage to Ruth came along with the purchase. Why did he change his mind? Do you blame him?

3.
Apparently Elimelech’s property was a sound business investment. What was the primary reason why Boaz purchased it? (See verses 9,10.)

4.
The elders and all who witnessed this agreement were supportive of the transaction. What is the significance of the comparison they made to the offspring of Perez in verse 12? (Read Genesis chapter 38.)

5.
Naomi’s life seemed to get better all the time. Ruth and Boaz had a son, yet Naomi takes center stage as the book of Ruth concludes. Why is that?

6.
The women in town wished for Naomi that her new grandson would “become famous throughout Israel! He will renew your life and sustain you in your old age” (verses 14,15). Why were these words so prophetic?

7.
Who became the grandson of Boaz and Ruth? their great-grandson?

Applications for Our Lives Today

1.
Boaz did not wait for things to happen—he made them happen! He took control of the situation in a God-pleasing way. For what reasons is this quality important for a man to have in a Christian marriage?

2.
Ruth was a woman who was strong, loving, sacrificial, self-sufficient, and industrious. Cite examples of these qualities.

3.
For what reasons are these qualities important for a woman to have in a Christian marriage?

4.
Do you think that Boaz and Ruth had any issues with the roles in their marriage? What can we learn about our men’s and women’s roles from their example?

5.
Naomi was a proud and happy grandmother. How can she be a role model for a grandmother of today? What barriers frustrate our efforts to be as devoted as Naomi to our grandchildren today, and what can we do to get around those issues?

6.
Besides being a beautiful love story, what is the more significant reason for the book of Ruth to be included in the Bible? 

7.
Can you remember a time in your life when a seemingly insignificant occurrence had a much greater impact on your life than you expected? How can you now see the hand of God in that event? 
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